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From April to September, a new exhibition from The British Postal Museum & Archive celebrating the work of Isambard Kingdom Brunel will tour throughout his ‘empire’ in the South West.

Brunel Speeding the Mail is part of the celebrations surrounding the bi-centenary of the birth of the great engineer.  It pays tribute to the incredible impact that Brunel had on the postal service and advancing mass communication.  His Great Western Railway and transatlantic ships were vital to the improvement of the postal service, speeding the mail over land and seas.  Did you know…?

· When the first mail coach ran from London to Bristol in 1784, the journey took 16 hours – from 1838 the Great Western Railway took just over 4 hours

· On its first return journey from New York to England in 1838, the SS Great Western carried over 20,000 letters 

· The SS Great Eastern laid 5,000 tonnes of telegraph cable in the Atlantic Ocean - connecting Britain and America for the first time in 1865

Brunel Speeding the Mail is a graphic exhibition which looks at four major areas of work: His early career and the Thames Tunnel, The Great Western Railway, The Great Ships and The Clifton Suspension Bridge.  Each theme is illustrated with stamp artwork commissioned by Royal Mail from 1969 to the present day.  Although some of the images will be familiar as they have been printed as stamps, many are proposed designs; insightful and striking but never before seen.  For Royal Mail, selecting stamps is a carefully considered process, and several designers submit their ideas for each issue.  This exhibition highlights some of the wealth of material behind the design and production of the 2006 commemorative stamps linked to Brunel’s birthday bicentenary.  

BPMA’s Philatelic Curator Douglas Muir said:

“Brunel typified Victorian attitudes – striving for speed and advancements at a time when communications were changing rapidly.  This exhibition is a celebration of Brunel’s engineering and architectural achievements.  It is the first time that these images will have been on display, and it is extremely fitting that it will be taken through Brunel’s ‘empire’ in the South West”.

The exhibition will be launched at Spring Stampex in The Business Design Centre, London, on Wednesday 22 February where it will remain until Sunday 26 February.  From March 2006, Brunel Speeding the Mail will tour throughout venues in the South West, starting in Plymouth.  Details, along with an online version of the exhibition are available at www.postalheritage.org.uk/exhibitions
**ENDS**



1. At the time of print, Brunel Speeding the Mail will be touring the venues outlined below.  Up-to-date information and full details will be available on the BPMA’s website www.postalheritage.org.uk 

	Dates
	Venue

	22 – 26 Feb
	STAMPEX, The Business Design Centre, London

	28 Feb – 18 Mar
	Plymouth Central Library

	17 – 23 Apr
	Saltash Community Centre

	24 – 30 Apr
	Saltash Library

	1 – 10 May
	Porthcurno Museum

	11 – 31 May
	Newton Abbott Museum

	1 – 8 Jun
	Brixham Connections Centre

	9-15 Jun
	Paignton Connections Centre

	16-22 Jun
	Torquay Connections Centre

	23 Jun – 17 Jul
	Powderham Castle

	1 – 18 Aug
	Tiverton Museum

	20-29 Aug
	Didcot Railway Centre

	30 Aug – 20 Sep
	Steam Museum of the Great Western Railway

	21 Sep
	Winter Gardens, Weston Super Mare


The British Postal Museum & Archive

The British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) is the leading resource for all aspects of British postal history.  From staff record to stamps and from transport to telegrams it cares for the visual, written and physical records from over 400 years of innovation and service.
The BPMA is a combined Museum and Archive bringing together the Royal Mail Archive and a Museum Store which illuminate the fascinating story of communication in Britain and throughout the world. 

The BPMA is working towards opening a new combined site in 2008, where the Museum collections will be permanently available to the public.  

The Archive Search Room is open to the public to use and enjoy from 10am – 5pm Monday to Friday, and until 7pm on Thursdays.  It attracts and inspires academics, design students, philatelists and family historians from all over the country.  The Archive is located in Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL.

The Museum Store is open to the public on various dates trough out the year, and is enjoyed by visitors of all ages, Royal Mail employees and the local community.  The Store is located in Loughton, Essex, IG10 3UD

To arrange a familiarisation visit call Emma Roberts on 020 7129 2114.
The British Postal Museum & Archive is principally funded by The Royal Mail Group Plc.

The British Postal Museum & Archive is the public identity of the Postal Heritage Trust
Registered Charity Number 1102360, Company Number 4896056
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